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"Wisdom of the Land": Chamber Choir 

Deantha Edmunds-Ramsay, CM, Dr. Lori-Anne Dolloff, curator and conductor 

Dr. Jamie Hillman, Jayden Browne, conductors 

Joel Goodfellow, collaborative pianist 

Special Guests, 

Viva Choir, Carol Ratzlaff and Laura Menard, conductors, Veronica Johnny, Songcatcher and 
Singer, Linda Airmut, throat singer 


Sunday, March 24, 2024 at 2:30 pm | Isabel Bader Theatre, 93 Charles St W, Toronto 


PROGRAM 


Sleepy Song 
Sherryl Sewepagaham 


Song for Lana 
Caught by Veronica Johnny 2022 


My Healing Journey 
Caught by Veronica Johnny & Malorie Rehm 2015 


Algonquin Water Song 
Irene Wawatie Jerome 
(please join in the singing) 
Nee bee wah bow 
En die en 
Aah key mis kquee 
Nee bee wah bow 


Hey ya hey ya hey ya hey 


Hey ya hey ya hey ya ho 


We wish to acknowledge this land on which the University of Toronto operates. For thousands of years it has 
been the traditional land of the Huron-Wendat, the Seneca, and the Mississaugas of the Credit. Today, this 
meeting place is still the home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are grateful to 
have the opportunity to work on this land. 


As part of the Faculty’s commitment to improving Indigenous inclusion, we call upon all members of our 
community to start/continue their personal journeys towards understanding and acknowledging Indigenous 
peoples’ histories, truths and cultures. Visit indigenous.utoronto.ca to learn more. 


Ave Maria 
Andrew Balfour 


Snewiyalh tl’a Stakw (Teachings of the Water) 
T.Patrick Carrabré 

I. Keksin ti syatshn (The Natural World) sung in Squamish 

I. Kwi na xwey (Birth) sung in Cree 

Ill. | Shukw’em (Ceremony) sung in Anishnaabemowin 

IV. Slulum (Song) sung in Squamish, Anishnaabemowin & Cree 

V.  Uxwumixw (Identity) sung in Squamish 

Olivia Lee, Lauren Fajardo, Isabella Milano Medina, soloists 
Mona Subramani, Asha Mayadunne, Isla Parekh, Marina Kadri, 
Tracy Wong, Amanda Won, readers 


Intermission 


Sons of Labrador/Labradorimiut 
Traditional Labrador Folk 


Engilit Killangmiugasaksuit 


Josef Haydn 
Avani 
Deantha Edmunds-Ramsay 
Life's Song 
Deantha Edmunds-Ramsay 
Opinak 


W.A. Mozart 
Jayden Brown, conductor 
Jasmine Chu, Amanda Yee, violin, Ji-A Choi, viola, Maren Helyar, cello 


Yeux D’Enfants *world premiere 
Marie-Claire Saindon 
Dr. Jamie Hillman, guest conductor 


This is my Home 
Harry Martin 
Jayden Brown, conductor 


Legacy 
Deantha Edmunds-Ramsay 
Dr. Lori-Anne Dolloff, conductor 
Clara Allen, oboe 
Jasmine Chu, Amanda Yee, violin, Ji-A Choi, viola, Maren Helyar, cello 


TEXTS AND TRANSLATION 
Ave Maria 


Hail Mary, Full of grace, 

God is with you. 

Blessed are you among women, 

And blessed is the fruit of your womb, 
Jesus Christ. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God 

Pray for us sinners. 


Keksin ti syatshn (The Natural World] (literally: all of us in the same basket) 
eslhelha7kwhiws (how everything is connected) 


Kwis na xwey (Birth) (sung in Cree) 
Kinihtawakin (you were born) 


Shukw’em (Ceremony (sung in Anishnaabemowin) 
Kiisiiniikay (cleansing) Nibi (water) 


Slulum (Song) sung in Squamish, Anishnaabemowin and Cree 
Slulum (song; Lulum (to sing our song) 
Chii nii Kah moo yahn (to sing our song) 
Nigoma (to sing a song) 


Uxwumixw (Identity) (explains both which village and which family | come from) 
Méymeyém (ripple) 
Oppinak Ikkiliojutit (Ave Verum) 


Hail, true Body, born 

of the Virgin Mary, 

having truly suffered, sacrificed 

on the cross for mankind, 

from whose pierced side 

water and blood flowed: 

Be for us a sweet foretaste [of the Heavenly Banquet] 
in the trial of death! 
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BIOGRAPHIES 

Dr. Lori-Anne Dolloff, Curator and Conductor 

Dr. Lori-Anne Dolloff began conducting choirs in 1976, finding her voice through engaging 
others in singing together. Beginning in 1984 as conductor of the Mississauga Festival Choir, 
Dr. Dolloff oversaw the growth of that community ensemble for 21 years. A professor at the 
University of Toronto since 1994, she has conducted several choral ensembles at the Faculty of 
Music, including the Symphony Chorus and Concert Choir, and is currently the conductor of the 
Treble-voice Chamber Choir. Dr. Dolloff has taught undergraduate and graduate courses in 
music education and choral conducting. She is cross-appointed to Emmanuel College as an 
instructor and examiner in the Master of Sacred Music program. She has been invited to give 
workshops, lectures, and conduct festivals across Canada, Scandinavia, New Zealand, and the 
United States. 


Frequently commissioned to compose for choirs Dr. Dolloff has several works published by 
Boosey and Hawkes. Her compositions and arrangements have been performed by choirs 
around the world, including being featured at the International Children’s Choir Festival held at 
Canterbury Cathedral and Westminster Hall, London, England. 


An invitation to Iqaluit, Nunavut in 2009 proved a watershed moment. 17 more visits followed, 
singing with children and adults in schools and community, conducting and listening to the 
people, and to possibilities for change. This has resulted in following a path of listening to 
Indigenous voices and a commitment to honour the Calls to Action of the Truth and 
Reconciliation in her ongoing professional and personal practice. 

Jayden Browne, conductor 

Dr. Jamie Hillman, guest conductor 


Deantha Edmunds, CM is Canada’s first Inuk professional classical singer. She was appointed 
a Member of the Order of Canada in December, 2023 for her activity as a performer, writer, 
composer, and mentor, work which seeks to empower Indigenous people and share their 
stories. She is currently based in St. John’s, Newfoundland and Labrador. Her work has 
international reverberation as well as community integrity. She brings a level of professional 
excellence to Canada’s Indigenous art scene that is unique and important. 

Deantha has released three albums. The most recent, Connections, won the 2022 Music NL 
awards for Classical Album of the Year, and Indigenous Artist of the Year. Connections was 
also nominated for a 2023 East Coast Music Award. Her EP My Beautiful Home(2019) and full- 
length CD Pillorikput Inuit: Inuktitut Arias for All Seasons (2016) also garnered ECMA 
nominations. 


Her contribution to the internationally-acclaimed Messiah/Complex with Against the Grain 
Theatre and Toronto Symphony Orchestra helped garner the production a 2022 JUNO 
nomination, and the project also won the first ever Opera America Digital Excellence Award in 
2022. 


Deantha performs as a soloist with professional ensembles across Canada and abroad. In the 
fall of 2023, she was a featured soloist with the Netherlands Chamber Choir in the world 
premiere of Flights of the Angakok by Austrian-American composer Lera Auerbach in 
Amsterdam. 


Other notable appearances include singing at the opening ceremony of the Frankfurt Book Fair 
in 2021, performing for His Holiness, Pope Francis in Iqaluit at the official apology to Inuit 
residential school survivors in 2022, and singing the Nunatsiavut anthem for King Charles III at 
the St. John’s welcome ceremony of the 2022 Canadian Royal Tour which focused on 
Reconciliation. 


As one of Canada’s official delegates at the Opera Europa conference in Copenhagen, 
Denmark in October, 2023, Deantha had the opportunity to introduce her opera Irngutaq, the 
first opera written and composed by an Inuk. 


Creating original music, collaborating with other musicians, contributing to Indigenous 
productions, and mentoring young artists, Deantha shares her voice and vision with her whole 
heart, and is drawing accolades from across Canada and the world. 


Special Guests: 

Veronica Johnny is a Cree/Dene multi-disciplinary, 2-Spirit, artist-entrepreneur and arts 
educator. Ms. Johnny is a member of the Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation and presently lives 
in Northern Ontario. 


Veronica founded The Johnnys, a multi-award nominated rock’n’roll band, with partner Dave 
Johnny. The Johnnys released their 4th album, Leathers and Feathers in June 2020. She’s the 
rhythm guitarist, lead singer and band manager. Their all-Cree single, Nisakihtan Kiya 
Kisoskatowin, and 2020 single Leathers and Feathers both climbed to the Top 10 on the 
Indigenous Music Countdown! 


As a singer-songwriter, at Veronica Johnny Music, she mixes acoustic guitar with hard rock and 
hand drum rhythms. She’s an Indigenous Woman Entrepreneur, engineer, producer, manager, 
musician, artist, digital storyteller, hand drummer, speaker and founder of IndigenEd. 

www. indigined.ca 


Viva Choirs: 

Carol Woodward Ratzlaff maintains an active career as a choral conductor, educator, singer, 
and private voice teacher, after her retirement from the Toronto District School Board. Having 
recently joined the Faculty at the Oscar Peterson School of Music, Royal Conservatory of 
Music, Carol has also continued to share her passion for vocal music education as a Sessional 
Instructor at the Faculty of Music, University of Toronto; and with Vocal Music Teacher 
candidates at OISE, University of Toronto and the Faculty of Education, University of Windsor. 
Through Carol’s diverse teaching outlets, her former students can be found in university music 
faculties, as award-winning singer/songwriters, as music teachers across the GTA and beyond, 
and as lifelong advocates for the power of choral music. 


Carol is committed to sharing VIVA’s unique approach to choral singing at international 
conferences such as those presented by the International Society for Music Education, the 
American Choral Directors Association, Podium (Choral Canada), and the Ontario Music 
Educators' Association. Carol is a PhD student in Music Education at the Faculty of Music, 
University of Toronto. She holds a MMus in vocal performance from the University of British 
Columbia, with degrees in vocal performance and music education from Western University and 
the University of Toronto. 


Dr Laura Menard, OCT, received her PhD in Music Education from the Faculty of Music at the 
University of Toronto. She is the Co-Conductor of the Main Chorus and Chamber Youth 
Leadership Singers; and is also the Soprano Lead of the Chamber Singers. She has held many 
roles during her twenty-plus years with VIVA - some ongoing, including her work as Camp 
Coordinator; Chorus Coordinator for The Nutcracker with the National Ballet of Canada; and 
developing VIVA’s exciting and unique Creation Stream programming for youth and adults. 


Currently, Laura is a course instructor at OISE, working with pre-service Intermediate/Senior 
Music teachers; coordinator of SoundLife Scarborough, an innovative and accessible 
community-engaged music hub at the University of Toronto Scarborough; coordinator of the 
Creative Communities Commons at School of Cities; and as a Research Assistant at UTSC. 
Laura has been a secondary school teacher with the Toronto District School Board since 2007. 


VIVA was founded in 2000 by Carol Woodward Ratzlaff in response to widespread cuts to 
public school arts programs. As a lifelong vocal music educator, she believes that every person 
should have access to a singing experience. With this in mind, VIVA is committed to putting 
chorister voice at the forefront of our organization through the core values of choral performance 
artistry, choral creation and vocal music education, inclusive choral practices, choral leadership 
and mentoring, and community connections. 


As per Carol's vision, at the heart of VIVA is exceptional programming for children and youth by 
"doing choir differently." VIVA choirs embrace choral music artistry through chorister creation, 
innovative vocal programming, inclusive practices, and the development of strong community 
connections. Carol’s commitment to innovation and excellence in community music-making has 
led to the development of unique foci for each of VIVA’s choirs, including those for adult singers 
at all levels of experience, and a leadership-based youth choir. An all-abilities, inclusive 
approach to choral music education and performance is central to the identity of the Every 
Voice Matters Chorus for teens and adults with disabilities, and to each of VIVA’s seven choirs. 
From its founding, all VIVA choirs have fostered the mentorship of young musicians and 
emerging educators through the Choral Mentoring & Leadership Program. VIVA, with its 
dynamic artistic and administrative staff, and dedicated choristers, continues to engage in the 
creation of innovative musical spaces where artistic excellence is inclusive. 


Dr. Jamie Hillman 

Jamie Hillman is a Canadian and American musician, active as a conductor, singer, pianist, 
music educator, and composer-arranger. He holds the endowed Elmer Iseler Chair in 
Conducting at the University of Toronto where he is Director of Choral Studies and an Associate 
Professor. He conducts the U of T MacMillan Singers and leads the master's and doctoral 
degree programs in Choral Conducting, as well as the annual summer Choral Conducting 
Symposium. Professor Hillman is also cross listed as an adjunct faculty member in Emmanuel 
College's Master of Sacred Music program. 


Hillman served on the faculties of Boston University Metropolitan College/Prison Education 
Program, Boston University Tanglewood Institute, Kodaly Music Institute, Longy School of 
Music of Bard College, and Toronto Summer Music. As a Boston University Prison Arts Scholar, 
Hillman co-initiated an innovative vocal music program in the Massachusetts prison system. 


Dr. Hillman is an examiner for Conservatory Canada and has adjudicated, guest conducted, 
performed, and presented throughout the United States and Canada, and in Brazil, France, 
India, Indonesia, Portugal, and Taiwan. He has led All-State, festival, or honor choirs in 
Connecticut, Georgia, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, Ontario, Rhode Island, 
Taiwan, Utah, Vermont, and Virginia. Most recently he conducted two national festival choruses 
at Carnegie Hall with Manhattan Concert Productions and National Concerts. In 2025, he 
returns to Carnegie Hall. Hillman has conducted world premieres by Shireen Abu Khader, 
Matthew Emery, Qiushi Jiang, and Sarah Quartel, among others. 


Hillman is the curator and editor of The Jamie Hillman Choral Series published by Santa 
Barbara Music Publishing. His co-editorial work includes numerous editions of Arabic, Asian, 
Latin American, and Western choral pieces published by Earthsongs and Hinshaw Music. 
Choral pedagogical curriculum that he has co-written with composer Dan Forrest is published 
for Beckenhorst Press. He is also co-editor of Beckenhorst Press' Concert Series. Hillman has 
written articles on choral literature and choral pedagogy that have been published in 
International Choral Bulletin, Massachusetts Music Educators Journal, and Mass Sings. 


Hillman earned an associate diploma from the Royal Conservatory of Music and degrees from 
Western University, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and Boston University where he 
studied with Ann Howard Jones. Dr. Hillman is the 2012 laureate of the Leslie Bell Prize for 
Choral Conducting from the Ontario Arts Council. 


Jayden Browne is in his first year completing his MMus in Choral Conducting at U of T and he 
is so thankful for the opportunity to work with Chamber Choir this year! He is originally from 
Pennsylvania, USA and he did his BM degree at St. Olaf College in Minnesota. He also created 
the hit music theory card game Transpose. He wants to thank Dr. Lori Dolloff for all of her trust 
and guidance this year! It has been such a wonderful year full of love and collaboration and 
Jayden could not imagine a better first year in Toronto and a better mentor as he begins his 
career! Enjoy the show! 


